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i decided, it is not good at reviewing and

i altering a policy already in place. This is
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i work out a political solution.

The government should consider

i whether there are means to revive the

i damaged fisheries grounds other than

: opening the floodgates, which the farmers
i would not accept. It should examine, for

: example, whether other factors like the

i construction of a new port facing the

i Ariake Sea and a dam on a river that emp-
i ties into the sea are responsible for the

¢ changed sea environment. Such studies

: may lead to the discovery of a new way to
i revitalize it. .

A political solution will require build-

i ing trustful relationship with the parties

i involved. For that matter, farm minister

¢ Yuji Yamamoto has visited Isahaya only

i once — when he was tapped to the post

: last August. Instead of just repeating that
i the government will cope appropriately

: with the relevant law- pppec i g
i suits and- make efforts to
i resolve the problem, he

i should sincerely listen

i to both the farmers and
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i explanations for Germany’s performance:.
i The country’s exports have not been

i matched by imports — Germany runs a

i very large trade surplus. Under normal

i conditions, economists believe that if a

i country runs a trade surplus, its exchange
i rate should rise to cancel out some of the

i imbalance. But Germany is part of the

i eurozone, most of which isin an eco-

i nomic slump. That slump holds down the
i euro’s exchange rate against that of many
i other countries, making German exports
1y’s wage competi- :

cheap. Also, the unified currency doesn’t

i allow the exchange rates of slower-grow-
i ing countries such as Greece or Spain to
: fall against Germany, meaning that Ger-
i many gets a boost to exports within

i Europe.

Some of Germany’s export competi-

i tiveness, then, might be coming at the
: exnense of other countries. And some

arlier this month, Kyodo News
surveyed 44 companies that
started selling electricity to con-
sumers after the energy market
was liberalized in April 2016.
More than 60 percent of
respondents objected to the government’s
plan to make them share in costs associ-
ated with compensating victims of the
Fukushima nuclear crisis and the related
cleanup. Since industry data shows that
only 5.5 percent of Japanese households
have opted to leave regional utilities for
alternative suppliers, it seems doubtful
that the objecting companies will per-

suade the government to change its mind.

These figures illustrate how regional
power monopolies have swayed the pub-
lic, as well as the government’s role in
helping them do so. The media has also

had a hand in maintaining the status quo.
As the government doubles down on its :

determination to reopen Japan’s nuclear

power plants, a move the public is against, :

voices advocating for renewable energy
have been muted. Instead, the media
regurgitates the pro-nuclear narrative,
which mainly has to do with cost and
practicality: Renewables just aren’t ready
to take on the country’s energy needs.

the anti-nuclear movement, and Tetsunari
Iida, a nuclear scientist at the forefront of
the renewables campaign, have been work-
ing together since the Fukushima disaster
in 2011, In standing up to the so-called
nuclear village, a monolith of institutions
with a stake in the future of nuclear energy

the two men have not been as successful as
they would have liked. With the recent
release of theit documentary, “Nihon to
Saisei” (“Japan and Rebirth”), they appear
to be changing tactics.

The pair’s previous films were mainly
about the dangers of nticlear power. The
effects of radiation unleashed by the
Fukushima meltdown are still a matter of
controversy that has overshadowed their
main point, which is that renewables are
superior to other energy sources, includ-

ing nuclear, in every respect. The problem :
i persons whose engagement with renew-

: ables is at the local level. Germany is a

i leader in this regard. In fact, the country’s
i race toward renewables was accelerated

i by the Fukushima disaster.

is that the Japanese media, in line with
the government and industries that bene-
fit from both nuclear and fossil fuel-based
powetr, don’t promote ot even cover the
benefits of renewables in a balanced way.
“Nihon to Saisei” is definitely advocacy
filmmaking, but it says almost nothing

i about the perils of nuclear energy. What it
i says is that nuclear power is uneconomi- -
Hiroyuki Kawai, a lawyer at the center of :
i ally aimed at renewable energy in Japan.

cal and impractical, the two charges usu-

Most of the data presented in the docu-

i mentary was collected in countries over-
: seas where renewables have taken root

i and which themselves have had to com-

i bat the same beliefs about financial and

: practical disadvantages.

and which includes the mainstteam media, :

Almost all of the interviews are with

‘An official of a town just outside of

Frankfurt claims that their wind farm

- ‘Nihon to Saisei’ argues
. that nuclear power

- is uneconomical

. and impractical, the

. two charges usually

. aimed at renewable

. energy in Japan.

The overarching theme is that Japan, an
i advanced technological society, is never- |
: theless lagging behind the rest of the

i industrialized world when it comes to

: energy self-sufficiency, a matter that baf-

¢ fles these countries. As the noted Ameri-

i can physicist Amory Lovins tells Kawai at

i one point, it’s bizartre that Japan isn’t at

: the forefront of renewable technology con-
i sidering how blessed it is with renewable

i energy sources. One German scientist esti-
i mates that Japan has nine times the

i renewable capacity that his country has.

! brings in the equivalent of ¥5 billion a

! year in revenue, which covers half the

i municipality’s budget. Energy self-suffi-
: ciency is 262 percent.

Kawai and Iida then show how local

i governments in Japan are working toward
i their own goals of energy self-sufficiency
i despite “barriers.” The regional monopo-
: lies own the transmission systems and

i limit how outside organizations can use

i them. Local leaders say they hope to revi-
i talize their economies by developing

: renewable energy systems with the help

i of regional banks, thus creating jobs and

¢ reducing the financial burden on resi-

: dents. However, they get little suppott

i from the central government, which has

i made licensing complicated.

It is this local angle that worries power

i Politics of power: Hiroyuki Kawal (left) and

! Tetsunari lida (center) discuss the economics

i ofrenewables with a bankerinfrontofa

: geothermal apparatus in the town of Tsuchiyu
i OnseninFukushimaPrefecture. ~© K PROJECT

i monopolies. When production and trans-
: mission are decentralized, reliability

: increases because risk is dispersed. Mil-

i lions of households are affected if a power
: plant fails due to natural disaster or

i human etror. When a single household

i producing its own energy fails, only that

i household is affected.

The most common media myth about

i renewables is that they are inconsistent:
i Solar cells only provide energy when the
i sun shines; wind turbines only turn when
i it’s windy. However, Kawai shows how a
¥ : mix of different sources — not just solar

i and wind, but geothermal, hydro and bio-
: mass — can be easily controlled to pro-
i vide a constant supply of localized energy
¢ that is more efficient than conventional
i power plants.

In Europe, this myth has been perpetu-

i ated by the claim that Germany cannot
i meet its power demand with renewables
: but has to import electricity from nuclear-
i powered France. By 2013, however, Ger-
: many was selling three times as much
i electricity to France as France was selling
i to Germany. By 2015, the trade balance in
: power was 50 terawatt-houts in Germa-
: ny’s favor,

Kawai and Iida address problems asso-

i ciated with renewables, specifically wind
: turbine noise and the danger they pose to
¢ flying birds, as well as a lack of recycling :
i plans for old solat panels. They say these

i problems are being solved, but at any rate
i they can’t compare to problems associ-

: ated with nuclear and fossil fuels, which

i gobeyond economics and safety.

U.S. military officials tell them they

i promote reneéwables in order to reduce
: armed conflicts, which are often caused
i by thwarted access to resources.

“Nihon to Saisei,” which was released

earlier this year, has had limited distribu-
i tion in Japan, owing as much toits wonky
: presentation style as to its subject matter.

However, the film’s message is that

i renewable energy is inevitable and the
: only matter up for debate is whether this
i future will arrive sooner or later.

i Fora schedule of public screenings, visit
i www.nihontogenpatsu.com/event.




